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1994 FSA World Championship

SPECTACULAR FINISH!

US Rok Cup rocks in third and
final race in Orlando, Florida

1y kart

WOMAN IN MOTORSPORTS MAN OF THE MONTH
VITTORIA PIRIA, BEITSKE JARNO TRULLI
VISSER, NATALIA BALBO,

REBECCA GUARGUAGLINI,
TAYLAH AGIUS, MARTA
GARCIA, CHIARA ZORZI,
GAIA CARDINALI, ASIA
MONDINO, HANNAH LANG,
MAYA WEUG, TANJA MULLER,
KETHERYNE RODRIGUES,
VICKI BRIAN, JILLIAN

FICHTER, NEREA MARTI | |NTERV|EW
TERRY FULLERTON / JARNO ZAFFELLI

TRACK TEST WIDE VS NARROW RADIATOR CLOSE UP ACADEMY TROPHY
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read for the
new season
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Online contents

March was a very intense month for Vroom International on the
web. We focused our attention on the most important events
like FWT's last round and the first racing weekend of the 2018
IAME Euro Series. But it's not all, because we also grew a lot on
Instagram - here you can find the most liked shots.

. www.vroomkart.it

info@vroom.it
www.facebook.com/vroomkart

twitter.com/vroomkart

www.instagram.com/vroomkart/

EVENT

1. The 2018 IAME Euro Series kicks off
with spectacular first race in Salbris -
The 2018 RGMMC IAME Euro Series kicked
off in style with the first round taking place
at Salbris, France, with 160 entrants pre-
sentin 4 categories.

PADDOCK

4. MOJO D5, thumbs up from the driv-
ers - The new MOJO D5 tires have already
proven their on-track worth during the
first act of the Belgian Rotax MAX Chal-
lenge.
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EVENT
Florida Winter Tour Rd3 - Final results and rankings - At
the end of the third and final round of the Florida Winter Tour,
here are the final rankings of the seven categories present.

SPECIAL

2. Part 1: Karting and Winter, every-
thing you need to know with Lorenzo
Travisanutto - Lorenzo Travisanutto

helps us with setting up our karts for the
winter season.

Qv H

Persone a cul piace a_ghustini, rubarrichello e altri
B32

vioomkart No caption nocded
#VroomMag

PADDOCK

3. Rubens Barrichello - Thoughts on the
2018 KZ World Championship? - Some
statements by the former Formula 1 driv-
er, born-again kart racer, to Vroom Kart-
ing Magazine.

R H

Persone a cul piace a_giustini, _mavenick.s ¢ altri B89
wroomkart .« The sun is up but the track ks still cold.
{@travisanutioracing spoke with {@a_glusiind abouw
the get up during the winter and he gave you some
Important tips & Stay tuned
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Via Valte 16974 - 03032 Arce [FR) Italy
tel. +39 0776 53422 - fax +39 0776 523324
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Moment of truth

Countdown near over for the start of the 2018 BNL Karting
Series with this year's season focus on the KZ class with
important prizes and free registration. rexaciusi

The BNL Karting Series is ready to begin its 10th season.

The first date is the April 15 weekend on the track of Genk,

Belgium, which will host two of the three races, with an
out-of-town trip to JPR Ostricourt, France.

The first race in Genk will play a key role for drivers
preparing for the Rotax MAX Challenge Euro Trophy,
scheduled to start just 7 days later on the same Flemish
track, hence an opportunity for BNL teams and drivers to
also prepare and perfect their racing lines, brake points,
set-ups, and related.

The BNL Karting Series has fostered a number of
important talents it has given to the world of karting, and
other categories, too; above all Max Verstappen, star of
the Formula One Red Bull team, but also one of the most
famous female drivers in autosports, Beitske Visser, as
well as three kart racers who, in time, have made a name
for themselves: Bas Lammers, and the Pex brothers, Stan
and Jorrit, KZ world champion in 2015.

Among the key points of the championship is how the
weekend plays out: a two-day format designed to contain
costs. Saturdays are dedicated to Warm Up, Qualifying
and Race 1; Race 2 is on the Sunday. The results are
extrapolated by combining the classifications of the
aforementioned sessions.

Six classes participate in the series, five with Rotax
engines: Micro MAX, Mini MAX, Junior MAX, Senior
MAX, DD2 / DD2 Master (last three will use the new

MOJO D5) the sixth category uses the KZ.

The KZ technical regulations mirror CIK-FIA specs,
except for the choice of tires: Bridgestone YNB for dry,
YLP for wet. Importantly, the adoption of the quick-release
spoiler is optional and not mandatory.

This year the organizers have focused a lot on KZ, making
two choices that could prove to be key to its success.

First of all, the prize: the invitation to participate in the
KZ 2018 World Championship, which will take place in
Genk, where the experience gained during the BNL could
play an important role; secondly, registration to the three
KZ rounds shall be completely free. This latest initiative,
unprecedented in the karting world, denotes the group’s
great efforts to ensure a substantial starting group.

About two weeks before the start of the season, all the
ingredients for an exciting season are in place, only one
thing missing: the track’s verdict, the sole judge of every
motorsport competition. Don't forget to follow the races
with the live streaming service through BNL site.

CALENDAR

Round 1 - Karting Genk: Home of Champions (14/15 April)
Round 2 - Circuit JPR Ostricourt (France) (30 June - 1 July)
Round 3 - Karting Genk: Home of Champions (6/7 October)

EIKO Cra)) (EELD) QUNO) .@?immﬁm 24
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SPARK PLUGS

Glory of Karting

mail@eikoms.com

www.eikoms.com/index_EN
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Nondokart news a PREVIES

F1-PROOF!

Making the news in the third
stage of the WSK Super
Master Series in Sarno was
the new Tony Kart Nassau
panel, which we examined

with Paolo Filisetti.
Text: A.Giustini Photo: C.Moretti

On the third and penultimate act of the
WSK Super Master Series in Sarno,
Tony Kart showed up at the KZ starting
line with an unusual solution for its
Nassau panel. We asked a well-known
aerodynamics expert, Paolo Filisetti,
involved in Formula 1 with Gazzetta dello
Sport, Sky Sport F1 HD and Autosprint,
to help us understand how it works and
how it benefits drivers.

At first glance, according to this

writer, the main function of Tony Kart's
“front panel” would have been to
“aerodynamically” load the vehicle with
its very pronounced arching at its center.
An incorrect interpretation according to
Filisetti, who explained why.

«| don't think it's meant a solution aimed
at generating aerodynamic downforce.
In F1, for example, the downforce is
generated by the underside, and not

by the wings (as erroneously thought,
writer's note) which have, instead, a
stabilizing function. The kart, compared
to the single-seater, does not have

a proper underside or even wings.
Furthermore, it travels significantly closer
to the ground. | would therefore exclude
any benefits associated with downforce.
Also because at this point we must

ask ourselves another question: how
much importance would aerodynamic
downforce have on a kart? | would say
limited.»

What, then, is the main function of this
“dress” in Paolo Filisetti’s opinion?

«In my opinion, the function of this

panel is to better manage (with respect
to a standard solution, writer’s note)
turbulences and to reduce aerodynamic
drag (improvement of Cx). This can be

12 | VROOM INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE

seen from the terminal part, in which
there is a ramp that directs the air flow
above the driver's helmet. Let's not forget
the width of the component, which aims
to avoid exposing the driver’'s body to

the impact of the flow of air as much as
possible.»

And in a slipstream can it be a valid
solution?
«Without a doubt, especially when

following another kart, as one can better
manage the turbulence coming from

the other vehicle. This translates into a
greater speed before the braking point,
enough to facilitate overtaking. On the
contrary, instead, if one is in front, | do
not think it is possible to produce a
disturbing or disruptive flow; at least not
at the macroscopic level.»

The talk around town, or the track,

is that this “tub-shaped” panel was
designed exclusively for Sarno. Rumor
or not, technically speaking, why test it
on a notoriously fast track?

«With longer straights it is possible to
better evaluate the macroscopic effects
of this solution. A generally slower track,
or at least a mixed stretch compared to a
straight stretch, is not so conclusive. The
overall advantage, however, is obtained
within a certain range, then it's clear that,
if it functions well, proof would also show
up on a slower circuit.»

On this solution, paddock in Sarno
paddock was divided between those
who welcomed it and those who didn't,
especially due to the aesthetics. On
track, however, the results were there —
and how. Marco Ardigo in fact won the
third stage of the Super Master Series, a
sign that beautiful or not, what's beautiful
is what ... wins.



RACE PACKAGE 2018

TAKE TWO, PAY LESS, GO FOR SUCCESS

Contact your local distributor for more information

2 x 123 MAX + ACCESSORIES™

*ONE ENGINE WITH ACCESSORIES PLUS ONE PRACTICE ENGINE WITHOUT ACCESSORIES
LIMITED OFFER valid for the entire Rotax MAX engine family!

Racing packages are available for the entire Rotax MAX engine family. Offer is valid until June 30, 2018 and a limited contingent will be available only.
Offer is limited to all Rotax kart distributors/service centers who are participating in this program.

ROTAX
—T=)"4 ROTAX

KARTING
CHALLENGE

www.rotax-kart.com




Nondokart news a PREVIES

BRP-ROTAX HONORS WINNERS OF THE DISTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD

The 2017 Winners of the BRP-Rotax Distributor of the Year Award come from South Africa and

France. Text: A.Giustini - Photo: BRP-Rotax

RP-Rotax’s attention to the quality

of its products has always been
one of the group’s mantras. To do so,
it is necessary that each distributor be
motivated not only in the
sale and promotion of the
% brand, but also in their
\ assistance and sup-
port to customers.

To contribute to this
result, and to solid-
ify the B2B rela-

| tionships  between
the producer and
its distributors,
BRP-Rotax annually
chooses and pays
homage to the best

with its Distributor of the Year Award.
Receiving the much-prized award for this
past year, 2017, were Ed Murray Racing
cc from South Africa and Sodikart S.A.
from France. The criteria for evaluation
are based on six values or parameters
and include sales results related to the
operator’s ability to promote BRP-Rotax
products.

BRP currently has a network of 43
authorized distributors and over 600
service centers and dealers, making it
one of the world’s most productive man-
ufacturers. A point of pride, this year's
unprecedented result, a milestone: the
100,000th 125 Max engine exiting the
plant since its first launch in 1997.

Mickael Brege and Bertrand Pignolet representing
the brand Sodi S.A., winner of the prize

RE ONE OF
%E ELECTR\C

ENGINE KARTS)

(1" 1‘" e
!

14 | VROOM INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE



APl 2l N s Vo AR N =

—

% r:_: | —
iy ‘ \ A -

DANNY KEIRLE & FULLERTON - BRITISH CHAMPIONS 2017 X30 SNR

BEN BARNICOAT JOSEPH TAYLOR

BRITISH GP CHAMPIONS 2017 X30 SNR BRITISH VICE CHAMPIONS 2017 X30 MINI
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For more information on this stunning range of karts please contact
fullerton.terry@yahoo.com | +44 7834 186958 | www.terryfullerton.co.uk




MAN OF THE MONTH oo [rull

1l give you karting!

Contrary to modern trends, and starting with his son Enzo’s victory in the most recent Margutti
Trophy, Jarno Trulli says what he has to say on the evolution process that has brought us the karting
world we know today. Text A.Giustini Photo Archive
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nzo Trulli’s victory in
EOKJ on his Crg / Tm

in the latest edition of
the Andrea Margutti Trophy
brings the Trulli family back
into the record books of kart-
ing competitions some twen-
ty years after the many suc-
cesses of his father Jarno.
With a trophy showcase
boasting 2 World Champion-
ships (100 and 125), 2 World
Cups, 1 European Formula
K Championship, 5 TItalian
Championships, 1 North
American Championship, 1
Oceania Championship, 1
Japan Championship and 1
Gold Medal in the Games of

Youth, Jarno Trulli, as well
as being one of those driv-
ers who made it, by arriving
in F1, is one of the most suc-
cessful drivers of Italian and
non-Italian karting.

Having set aside his helmet,
Jarno Trulli has passed to the
other side of the barricade
where he transmits to his son
Enzo all the necessary val-
ues to become a racer with a
capital R. Yes, values first of
all, without which, according
to Jarno, it is useless to talk
about racing lines or braking
points.

So forget the technicalities
and the English terms that

have invaded karting in the
last decade or so; to under-
stand the man, it is necessary
to take a step back in time
and go back to when only
values were talked about and
mattered.

For this reason, in the three
years in minikart, instead
of entrusting Enzo’s growth
to a top team, Jarno Trulli
preferred to follow his son’s
work on the track himself,
covering the role of factotum:
father, mechanic and team
manager. Helped, in turn, by
his father and the timeless
Franco Nanni, among the
“builders” of Jarno’s career

in karts. Just like his own
father, Enzo, a combination,
the father-son team which
too often is snubbed by the
modern Movement.

Only with the intensification
of on-track commitments did
Jarno opt for the CRG Racing
Team to guarantee Enzo an
ad hoc environment for his
development and growth to
continue. The choice seems
to have paid off right away.
The triumph at the Margutti
Trophy in the pouring rain
at the boy’s third appearance
in Junior in fact justifies the
choice of the former Toyota
F1 driver, at least for now.

With the excuse of his son’s
first success in OKJ, we
decided to question Jarno on
one of the “hot” themes of
karting: its evolution.

Let’s start with the most
current news, how did you
see the Margutti victory?
“It is the most current ques-
tion, but not the easiest one,
as I risk not being objective
speaking as I do as a father
and, therefore, an interested
party. T'll begin by saying
that Enzo has strengths and
weaknesses, like all children.
Compared to several of his
rivals, he doesn’t have much
experience, having started on

karts at 9 and a half (ie, 2015).
After two years of fun, shall
we say, only in 2017 did I com-
mit to make him do a more
important season. The tran-
sition from Mini to OKJ isn'’t
easy. In addition to requiring
a lot of experience from the
past, it needs preparation in
the months before the actual
jump. In light of this, the vic-
tory at Margutti surprised
me, and a lot. Obviously we
are still at the beginning and
I ask that what happened
is taken with due distance,
even if I don’t deny that I was
pleasantly surprised. I con-
fess that he has shown more

Two Trulli generations
attheir debuts. Left,
Enzo gets alast word
of advice from his
mechanic, Jarno, his
dad. Above, Jarno Trulli
in 1984 at the Fano
circuit.
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today's

In today’s Mini,
the best rarely
win; it’s more

a matter of
physique and
attitude.
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Above, Jarno Trulli (Tony Kart/Pavesi) win World FCin Poland in 1994. Another highlight, The FK World
Championship (Allkart/Parilla) in 1991.

than I expected from this
first glimpse of 2018, but it’s
early to judge or sum things
up; above all, it is not up to
me that T am the father.”
Let’s move on to OKJ. The
new homologation “Origi-
nal Karting”, strongly
desired by Kees van de
Grint, since last year has
been able to energize, as
far as drivers’ consensus is
concerned, to a movement
that appeared to be suffer-
ing a major crisis. The large
numbers of this year’s Win-
ter Cup and Margutti con-
firm the upward trend and
success. What do you think
about it?

talents

“I have to say that the num-
bers do not convince me at
all. Let’s immediately clar-
ify that the problem is not
the number of participants,
many or few that they may
be, or the motorization. The
problem is the modern and
distorted conception of what
karting represents and what
it should represent instead.
Today we expect profession-
alism from a younger age.

We are asked to spend a
good part of the week on the
track and, above all, we are
asking for disproportionate
sums (of money) from the
parents. Karting, instead, is
a past-time. All this throws a
large shadow on the good of
the Junior, the fact that tech-
nically it is a category that
is simple to manage, with
engines that are equivalent,
at least in principle. Here
the best drivers do manage
to emerge while the less tal-
ented fall behind, contrary
to the Mini class where the
difference is made by the
engine.”

What differences did you
find in the 100cc of Jarno
Trulli and the OKJ of Enzo
Trulli?

“The speed. The performance
of today’s Junior is really
impressive, starting from
a numerical figure: today’s
OKJ has 30 HP, a power that
I did not even have when I
was running in the top cat-
egory. The reliability helps,
undoubtedly, but we are still
talking about means that
very often are driven by very
small drivers forced to resort
to adding even 30 kg of lead.
This last detail should make

us reflect, especially on the
subject of security.”

How does a talent of your
caliber, who has gained
great experience along the
tracks of the world, see
today’s talents?

“It is not easy to say. Mean-
while, we must not forget
that, to judge a driver, it is
necessary to wait that they
reach at least the age of 15.
This clashes with the big-
gest problem of karting,
but more generally mod-
ern motorsport: at 15 years
most drivers are already in
cars, so the judgment is dis-
torted. In this regard, I con-
fess that for me the victory
of Enzo al Margutti is of rel-
ative importance. I look, first
of all, at the child. I observe
his approach to the race, how
he moves and behaves on the
track. On examining the dif-
ferent categories, I tell you
that in Mini the best rarely
wins: on the contrary, often
who comes out in front is the
one who has a more devel-
oped physique and mental
attitude that allows him or
her to cope with fatigue and
also put that extra pinch of
malice that is fundamental
when fighting in the pack. In



B

Junior, the physique takes on
a central importance, in the
absence of which the driver
is really cut off, as he must
drive vehicles that at my time
were driven at 18 years. In a
tortuous circuit like the one
in Muro Leccese, for exam-
ple, this is very clear. In light
of this, how can we judge a
driver as young as 12? Let’s
talk about it again when he
or sheisl5or 16 ...

Still on the theme of com-
petitive growth and devel-
opment, the increase in
the competitiveness of the
vehicle itself, therefore of

%
k.
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the speed, what impact
does it have on the pilot
training process?

“It’s central. The higher the
speed, the faster the driv-
er’s response must be. The
mental factor comes into
play here. Studies show that
the brain is the muscle that
receives the most stress dur-
ing a competition. This is
why, going forward, mental-
ly strong drivers can make
a difference even against
much stronger opponents,
physically stronger. In addi-

tion to this, however, let us
not forget instinct. For this
reason, for example, I decid-
ed to try my hand at compe-
titions with Enzo, because
already at the first run in
karting he showed a certain
attitude or behaviour, even
though he had never had any
driving experience until that
moment. Obviously it is a
starting point, at the time of
development, then, it is nec-
essary to surround yourself
with the right people who
can help make the differ-
ence.”

At the technical level did

you find any difference
compared to when you
were the driver?

“The differences are very
obvious. I remember that at
Enzo’s age, I had an engine
and a frame. That’s it. The
competitions were tackled
with a more empirical out-
look compared to today and,
above all, it was just me and
my father. There were no
engineers, telemetry .. In
this, at least in minikart, I
wanted to relive what my
father lived with me by, first,

trying to make it clear to
Enzo that karting is some-
thing very different from
what you see today in the
paddock. Once, for example,
you ran with what you had
and I assure you that you
really had to work on the
material. Today, instead, I see
that the material is already
of a very high standard and
the teams work more on the
child rather than with the
child, but on the vehicle. The
result is that modern drivers
do not know the mechanics
of the engine and pass from
Mini to Junior, where this

homologation requires a
good knowledge of carbura-
tion, for example, without
knowing what it even is. So
we are faced with a situa-
tion that places faster and
more reliable means than
in the past to extremely igno-
rant drivers, who cannot get
out of sometimes compli-
cated situations. They expect
everything immediately and
this results in a technical
crisis. The biggest difference
is right here; in our time we
used to go on the track trying
to get the best out of what we
had.”
Your approach to karting,
as a father, turns out to be
opposite of what is current
practice. Despite being
Jarno Trulli, in fact, you

Left, Jarnoin the driver's
parade when he raced
in karts. Above, a very
youngJarno at the
starting grid of the
“Youth Games” in the
early 80s.
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decided to face this experi-
ence as a private individu-
al in place of a great team
from the beginning. Why?
“For my son, before being
Jarno Trulli, I am his father.
The thing that I most wanted
to impress upon him three
years ago was that he learn
the values that competition
is able to give you.

20 | VROOM INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE

MAN OF THE MONTH oo [rull

e il

Then the speed
comes, the vic-
tories come, but
only when you

have metabo-
lized certain
values. Being

the  factotum
for three years
has allowed me
to appreciate what my father
did for me and I would like
Enzo one day to realize the
importance of those three
years.

In this regard it was price-
less, in addition to the super-
vision of my father, the help
of Nanni (Franco) to whom I
owe a lot for both me and my
son. This of course was only

Above, Jarno Trulli drives his Toyota TF108 during free
practice at the British Formula 1 Grand Prix in 2008.

possible in Mini, as the Jun-
ior requires an unsustain-
able pace for a single person
and without CRG I would not
have been able to do it alone.
Until the mini-kart, however,
I would like to give my read-
ers advice: enjoy this experi-
€nce on your own, enjoy your
children, because for wins
there is time.”

So forget the baby phenome-
na and hospitality worthy of
a thousand and one nights.
Champions are made with
time and experience. The
testimony of Jarno Trulli
intends to stimulate a dis-
cussion: where did we start
from? And where did we go?
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CLOSE UP TERRY FULLERTON

Much more than Senna’s rival

Terry Fullerton is among those who saw the birth of karting and raced on tracks all over the
world between the 60s and the 80s. TextAGIUsTINI- PICS FULLERTON'S ARCHIVE

et’s make a bet: go to any
Lkart track hosting an

event and ask each driver
if he or she knows Terry Full-
erton. Everyone will answer
affirmatively. Terry Fullerton,
in fact, is a name still much
alive in the world of karting,
although it has been more
than 30 years since his last
appearance as a driver. How is
that possible? Easy.
Fullerton was not only Ayrton
Senna’s greatest opponent in

Fullerton has not betrayed
his winning spirit and the vic-
tory of Ben Barnicoat in the
Kartmasters British GP, and
Joseph Taylor’s good show
in the X30 Mini, prove it. In
short, Fullerton is a name des-
tined to win as a driver and
as.... a product.

And the combination of Terry
Fullerton and Fullerton Rac-
ing Karts was the subject of
our interview.

Let’s start with the present:

karting, and in general one of
the few able to beat him, but
also a driver able to win count-
less titles, including the 1973
World Championship in Niv-
elles, Belgium, the first Briton
to succeed in the enterprise,
plus 8 British nationals and 4
European titles. Terry Fuller-
ton was also a great “maestro”,
a teacher able to foster numer-
ous talents, drivers such as
Allan McNish, star of Endur-
ance racing, Paul Di Resta,
ex F1, the late Dan Wheldon,
winner on two occasions of
the famous Indianapolis 500
Miles, to name a few.

After Terry Fullerton as driver
and Terry Fullerton as coach
comes Fullerton Racing Karts.
Even as a team manager and
owner of a chassis brand,

22 | VROOM INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE

what are the plans of Fuller-
ton Racing Karts for 2018?
«After a year full of good
results like 2017, both in
Europe and in America, this
year we decided to re-size
our plans as a team. We will
support a young driver in the
Junior, Joseph Taylor, but our
primary goal is to entrust our
material to third-party teams,
so we can focus all our efforts
on providing a product as
competitive as possible and
obtain even more than last
year.»

The Fullerton brand has
taken part in races both
in Europe and in America;
what are the most important
differences you have found?
«They are two different

worlds, not just geographi-
cally. Karting in Europe, in
time, has become much more
professional; it has turned
into a small Formula 1. Engi-

!

neers and telemetry prolifer-
ate. On the contrary, in the
States there is a more relaxed
air. The relationship between
father-mechanic and

child-

Fullerton Racing Karts is synonymous
with victory, both in Europe, where it
immediately jumped to the headlines
in England, and in USA thanks to Ben
Barnicoat’s podium in the prestigious
SKUSA Super Nationals.

driver is still alive and this
brings me back to when I was
running. Obviously doing
well in America is important
considering the space that
the market has carved out in
the karting movement; many,
including myself, have bet
on it. The problem I find in
Europe is the single-seater.

The latter, and the haste to
climb up as soon as possi-
ble, has created a dangerous
mechanism that then reflects
on the loss of appeal of kart-
ing and, consequently, of a
market that is less palatable







CLOSE UP TERRY FULLERTON

in terms of investments.

We must reverse this tenden-
cy to give energy back to our
sport.»

Let’s go back in time. Was
there talk about setings
when Terry Fullerton was
running?

«In the meantime, it’s impor-
tant to remember that in my
time there was a very differ-
ent conception of set-up. We're
speaking of the 70s; it must be
said that compared to today
there was almost no room for
maneuver. The first adjustable
components were born in Ger-
many, especially the rear. Eve-
rything depended on that and,
of course, on the driving style.
We didn’t look to make time
in the tent, as often happens
today, but on the track, work-
ing on ourselves.»

An anecdote to which the
driver Terry Fullerton is
very attached?

«It's a rather special story
dating back to 1976, on the
occasion of the Hagen World
Championship. I remem-

e i = ' =
AYRTON SENNA HAD NO DOUBTS: HIS MOST DIFFICULT OPPO

ber that around 190 drivers
took part, which was a really
impressive result for the time.
It was not like now, with Sen-
ior, Junior, KZ; then there was
only one class, 100 Interna-
tional, direct drive. The quali-
fying system was very pecu-
liar, the first 64 qualifying for
Saturday’s round of elimina-
tions. On Friday I was very
unlucky and I found myself
betting everything in the sec-
ond chance Heat, to enter the
Saturday race.

On the second day, however,
with a new engine, I managed
to gain the pole for the first
final (at that time there were
3 finals, of which the 2 best
results were taken into consid-
eration to assign the title, writ-
er’s note). My direct opponent
was Felice Rovelli. At the end
of the first lap we touched; at
first I was able to start again,
but then my chain fell and I
was forced to retire. On the
contrary, Rovelli closed 15th
or 16th. With the first final
gone, to still have a chance of
glory, 1 could not make any
more mistakes. In the 2nd

g

final from the last position I
closed 3rd and it kept me in
the game. But the favorite was
Leif Larsson. In the last final
it felt like we were at the stadi-
um. There was a really incred-
ible atmosphere and this
played a very important role
for all of us, as we felt extreme-
ly motivated. After a few laps,
after staring from the back, I
managed to gain the lead in
front of Larsson, then passed
by Rovelli. Had the race ended
at that moment, I would have

NENT WAS NOT ALAIN PROST, OR MICHAEL SCHUMACHER,

been champion for the 2nd
time. At 7 laps from the end,
however, my brakes started to
give problems. Rovelli pushed,
I tried to close everywhere
until we touched and my race
was over. Again. A pity, really;
however, despite the terrible
defeat, it is a memory I will
carry with me forever; an
example of what it means to
never give up. I tell this story
to all my drivers, because this
is what I want from them, that
they never give up.»

BUT TERRY FULLERTON, AHEAD OF THE GAME IN KARTING EXPERIENCE COMPARED TO THE BRAZILIAN.
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INTERVIEW JARNO ZAFFELLI

nhe Penclls Magic

GO PRO MOTORPLEX Mooresville / San Pancrazio Karting Circuit (Parma)

The study and technical completion of a project still unique in its kind was by Jarno
Zaffelli, an established designer of race tracks. With his DROMO design studio, Jarno
curated the initial consultations and their execution, from the very first surveys on
what were the ashes of the San Pancrazio Circuit (closed since 2009) with the sons of
Umberto Pellegrini, a historical figure in Parma as well as the creator of the original
circuit and of the changes that made it unique over the years. By Fabio Marangon
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Going one step further into
the past, how was the idea
born? To whom, the credit?
To someone in Italy or in
the USA?

There is an Italian-American
union behind it all. The
original idea came to Max
Papis, an Italian driver
successfully transplanted to
the USA (Indycar; Nascar;
IMSA) and, also, a former
kart driver, who along with
Justin Marks - a stock car
driver - believed in the project
to bring a piece of world

karting history to the United
States. Max’s goal, formed
at San Pancrazio as a driver
in the 80s, was to set new
driving standards for drivers
of the US talent pool or farm
system, but also to give life
to something still lacking on
the other side of the ocean: a
circuit that is, as Americans
say, “demanding”, that leaves
the driver breathless and
gives him or her a chance to
refine their style. But also
an excellent infrastructure,
based on the highest safety

standards, which is aimed
at the vast number of
practitioners, both amateurs
and non-amateurs, in the
Charlotte area - a true US
racing hub, perhaps second
only to Indianapolis.

How long did it take to
translate Max Papis’ dream
into a real circuit?

From Max’s first call in 2011,
when he told us about wanting
to “bring San Pancrazio to the
USA” to the official opening,
less than a year passed. The
track was inaugurated in
October 2012.

How did you manage to
reproduce in detail the
historic “Mondialpista” (as

are not born on Autocad,

but from a pencil and pad,
and the person telling you
this is someone who's been
drawing circuits for 18 years.
There is something special

in the passion that leads to
improving, step by step, a
circuit born from the love

for racing, and the track of
Parma was born and grew
precisely following this
philosophy, which we wanted
to respect. However, our job
is to put our professionalism
and experience at the service
of an entrepreneur who
presents us with a project, and
of drivers, especially when

it comes to their safety. In
relation to the track, we have
essentially based ourselves on
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Umberto Pellegrini liked to
call the circuit)?

In truth, it wasn't really a
“copy and paste”. This, of
course, was the basic goal, but
we had to take into account
several factors; first of all, the
fact that designing a circuit
today foresees the compliance
to certain safety standards
which in the past were more,
shall we say, overlooked.

What are you referring to?
Let’s start with a
presupposition: the best tracks

the trajectory the karts travel
- what we call the ‘racing line’
- to reproduce almost 100%
the racing line of the original
Parma circuit.

Together with Tiziano
Pellegrini, we made some
important evaluations
regarding the final stretch of
the track, the one that leads
into the straights, given that
the chicane in Parma forced
the pilots to a non-optimal
maneuver and did not favor
overtaking. Where we could

The work on the layout of a modern circuitis divided into different phases carried out through measurements, simulations and technical drawing software. At its
foundation, there is often, however, a hand-drawn draft from which the project takes shape - a human and creative factor that is difficult to do without even today.
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improve the performance, the
fun for drivers and the overall
show, we did not hold back;
in fact the curve that leads to
the Mooresville straight is by
all accounts very fluid as it
allows to better exploit the exit
and facilitating overtaking
during the race. Then there

is another historical point of
the old track that we wanted
to reproduce, the famous
‘jump’, and here I will tell you
an anecdote: on the original
track, this so-called jump was
the result of a lengthening of
the track that Pellegrini had
created at a certain point.

In creating the connection
between the old circuit and
the new part, this slight
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difference in level was created
due to a banking between

the two sections, which over
time became a key and very
technical point of the track,
beloved by the drivers.

Speaking of safety, what
else have you taken into
account? Was Parma really
not safe?

That’s not exactly the case, but
about the fact that building

a circuit today involves, first
of all, obtaining an FIK
homologation, in addition

to the safety standards that
the property decides to
implement. To be clearer on
this topic: the Federations give
guidelines that guarantee a

minimum level of security,
which is acceptable for the
performance of sports that
intrinsically still entail a
danger. Often the property

of the racetracks or karting
tracks requires going beyond
those standards, curating even
more scrupulously run-off
areas, escape routes and other
such details.

Here too there is an

amusing anecdote that I still
remember: in the final phase
of the project, when the track
had not yet been inaugurated,
the wife of Scott Russell

(ex Superbike rider), a kart
enthusiast, wanted to go for a
test drive.

Running off the track in the

final stretch, he almost ended
up in a pond that was not far
away, cutting a piece of track
that came in the opposite
direction.

After laughing at the
amusing episode (fortunately
without harm to the

driver) they decided in no
uncertain terms to insert

the protective barriers

we had, in fact, designed
(and which were initially
considered superfluous by
the management) to avoid
such incidents or accidents.
In the US, the law is very
strict and the property here in
Mooresville has really raised
the bar on safety - setting new
standards, never seen before.



How was working with the
Americans?

We must acknowledge that
Americans leave nothing

to chance. Behind the

success of a project there

is always a business plan,
high-level consulting and the
constant effort to engage in
understanding if the activities
that the structure are meant
to hold and carry out will
make that business thrive.
Everything is analyzed in
detail even before laying the
first stone and starting with
the works. Certainly this is a
method that bears its fruits on
the distance. Basically, to start
a successful project, just the
initial economic investment is
often not enough; in this, the
people we worked with were
really very professional.

Is there a possibility that
the experiment repeats
itself, for example with the
Pista D'oro or others that
in Europe have closed or
are near closure, such as
Kerpen? The USA does not
lack for space.

We wouldn’t mind, why not?
Of course, however, as in

Mooresville, somebody has
to invest work, passion and
resources because to give life
to a project of this size is not
a joke and with the means
available today, but also

with the large investments
and the unknowns that the
management of the business
side involves, there is no room
for improvisation.

Are there, in your
opinion, substantial
differences between
old- and new- concept
circuits? What is the
modern trend?

As already mentioned,
today we have advanced
design tools, but a circuit
that functions is still a
circuit that comes from
the heart and the passion
for this sport. The old
circuits, let’s call them
that, were maybe not
perfect circuits in the
beginning, but over the
years, learning from
mistakes and making
improvements, then
entered the heart of the
drivers. Sometimes we
try to create the perfect

circuit, reproducing some of
the twists and turns already
existing on various circuits
to then ‘assemble’ them

only to end up giving life to
“Frankensteins” without a
real personality, and this

is a philosophy that we do
not like. The most beautiful
tracks in the world are those
in our opinion that the past

has left us as an inheritance,
like this one, designed by
Umberto Pellegrini on a
sheet of paper resting on the
ground in the arc of a night.
But they are also the ones
we are striving to improve
through small changes -

our work is indeed that of
designing new ones but, also
and above all, improving
existing circuits - in addition
to bringing circuits to safety
standards, quality asphalts
and infrastructures up to par.

In Italy, are there too many
or too few circuits?

In Italy we have many of the
most beautiful kart tracks in
the world. I think, however,
that there is a lack of smaller
and cheaper kart circuits, one
for nurturing new drivers.
Shorter tracks where you

can learn to drive well and at
the same time tracks where
space is gven to the many
newcomers, fans and amateurs
who want to try their hand at
this fantastic sport at what are
reasonable costs.

PAST AND PRESENT

Above, Tiziano Pellegrini engaged

in surveys that allowed the project
to take off. The Studio DROMO of
Zaffelli (below) works on circuits all
over the world, to improve the safety
and pleasure of on-track driving with
racing and/or non-racing vehicles.
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PREVIEW OF THE EUROPEAN CIK-FIA CHAMPIONSHIP

Ready to go

The season of the Direct Drive classes comes alive with
the start of the European FIA Karting Championship
scheduled on the International Circuit of Naples from

fter “sharpening their
Aweapons” during the win-

ter and following the first
seasonal outings, the Interna-
tional Karting Circus is pre-
paring for the first big event
of the season, the FIA Kart-
ing European Championship,
which the single-speed classes
start in Sarno the weekend of
22 April.
Just by looking at the name
of the event, “FIA Karting
European Championship Kart
Grand Prix of Italy”, one real-
izes that there’s something
new compared to what we had
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20 to 22 April. rexra. clusTiv

seen until 2017, which goes
far beyond a simple market-
ing stunt. From 2018, in fact,
the promotion of FIA events

is entrusted to RGMMC,
which sees James Geidel as
its President. Already known
and appreciated in the world
of karting, Geidel had already
made it clear during a confer-
ence organized by Vroom at
IKA 2000 in Offenbach, that
the election of RGMMC as pro-
moter would lead to several
changes.

A decisive break with the past,
beyond a renewal of the cat-

egories’ image, one especially
geared to the commitment to
ensure a greater media pres-
ence of karting itself and the
demolition of all those barriers
that in recent years have made
CIK events lose their appeal;
these are the cornerstones of
his mandate. Will the prom-
ises be respected? To find out,
it will be necessary to wait for
the competitions to take place,
but a bright future is already
on its way.

The European Championship
returns to being disputed in
four events, instead of the five

in 2017, with their geographi-
cal settings across the Old
Continent all the way up to
the United Kingdom. Racing
starts in Sarno, moves to PF
International in Brandon, and
then to Ampfing in Bavaria.
The grand finale is in Essay, in
Normandy.

The Naples International Cir-
cuit was the only one to be con-
firmed on the European scene
after last year, while Le Mans,
Alaharma and Oviedo have left
the stage.

The race that arouses concern
is Ampfing because it will prac-



tically take place
as an unknown.
Besides the fact
that many driv-
ers have never
raced on it, the
kart track has
never been part
of the single-
brand calendar
in recent sea-
sons. For this
reason, drivers
who are capa-
ble of adapting quickly to new
circuits and those who exploiting
the appointment of the Deutsche
Kart Meisterschaft on 3 June to do
some testing will gain an impor-
tant advantage. The track’s man-

Above, Jonny Edgar (Exprit/ TM) before the race during last
year's Sarno round. The Briton of the Forza Racing, second after
qualifications, takes the lead of the race during the first lap of the
Final and keeps it until the finish line. On the left, the grid of the
final OK]J final in Sarno with Edgar and Bortoleto on the front row.

ager informed us that, to obtain
the new system approval, the lay-
out has not modified, except for a
few measures to secure the safety
barriers.

The nature of the track, therefore,
remains the same: a very tortuous
initial stretch that leaves room for
a sequence of two straights broken
by a chicane and a hairpin to the
right, very similar to that of South
Garda Karting of Lonato, which
then opens onto the straight across
the starting/finishing line.

Essay, instead, will be its first time
with the OK homologation. Decid-
edly more recent the appearances
of Sarno, which kicked off the
season last year, and of Brandon,
home of the last World Cup.

The Circuit International d’Essay hosted the 2014 World Champi-
onship valid for the KF and KFJ classes. The event will be remem-
bered in Senior thanks to Lando Norris (FA / Vortex) who won,
becoming the youngest champion in history. Having since moved
on to single-seaters, Norris is currently engaged in Formula 2
with Carlin and seems to be headed for a future in the McLaren
F1 team, as well as being a pupil of Fernando Alonso.

IT HAPPENED LAST YEAR

INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT OF NAPLES.
SARNO, 19/23 APRIL:

Theo Pourchaire (Kosmic / Vortex) wins in

the first round in OK, but fails to keep his
momentum to the end of the championship,
finishing 8th because of the “zeros” in Oviedo
and Le Mans. The Moroccan Sami Taoufik
(FA / Vortex) is crowned champion.

In OKJ, Jonny Edgar lays down the foundations
for triumph in the European Championship
that would mature in Kristianstad in the 5th
round. In terms of lap times, in Senior it was
always Pourchaire who scored the best lap
time in 56”942. In Junior, the fastest was Kas
Haverkort (CRG / Parilla), who did 59”159.
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On a sporting level the winter prologue proffered several interesting themes

OK - Most striking was the
top-level competitive start of
Kart Republic which, with
Lorenzo Travisanutto and
Hannes Janker, winner at
Adria in the first of the WSK
Super Master Series and at
Lonato in the Winter Cup,
made one thing clear: they are
to be considered among the
top contenders for victories.
The return to form of Nick-
las Nielsen with KSM Schu-
macher, after his time spent
in autosports, was also news.
Already in the last races of
2017, the Dane had hinted that
he would do everything possi-
ble to recover the successes of
which he was deprived in the
past.

Several certainties also at
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Tony Kart with David Vidales
increasingly leader and able
to contend for the positions
that count. Back in CRG after
the off season, Pedro Hilt-
brand will at all costs want
to replicate the golden year of
2016 wherein he was victori-
ous both in direct and gear-
box categories.

The WSK round in Muro Lec-
cese were characterized by a
slightly muted start of the two
teams who were the protago-
nists in the 2017 continen-
tal kermesse, that is, Ricky
Flynn Motorsport and Forza
Racing. Among the possible
outsiders, the official Kos-
mic driver, Roman Stanek,
and Lorenzo Ferrari (Lennox
Racing Team), with the latter

momentarily recovering from
the frightening accident at La
Conca. Looking to get back on
track, Sodi’s standard-bearer,
Tom Joyner, who relies on
solid consistent drives, a nec-
essary virtue in a champion-
ship of four rounds, to make it
back on top.

After a first glimpse at early
2018 characterized by cold
and rain, and sometimes
even snow as in the WSK
Super Master Series round of
Lonato, the leitmotiv of the
first round of the European
Championship will be the
management of materials in
relatively high temperatures,
which inevitably leads to the
subjects of tires and engines.

A'WORD WITH THE DRIVERS

DAVID VIDALES

Tony Kart Racing Team

(Tony Kart/Vortex)

“It will certainly be a hard-
fought European because all
the teams have started very
strong and the level is very
high. We have two races in
Sarno before it starts and we
will need to prepare the con-
tinental debut. Our goal is
to win. Of the four tracks, I
really like PFI, also because
it was there where last year I
made the podium at the world
championship. Even Sarno I
always liked, both the old and

the current version.”

PEDRO HILTBRAND
CRG Racing Team (CRG/TM)
“Our goal is to fight to win

Above, Pedro Hiltbrand engaged in Lonato during the Winter Cup. The Spaniard returned to CRG

after aseasonin Tony Kart with the goal of winning the European championship in mind. On the left,
Nicklas Nielsen (Tony Kart / Vortex) was one of the protagonists of the events of the beginning of the
year, where he always fought for victory. Will he be able to give KSM Schumacher the continental

crown also in OK, after Leon Kohler's in KZ2?
On the right page, David Vidales (Tony Kart/ Vortex) racing against Jonny Edgar (Exprit/ TM) in the
“prologue” of the OK season.



the championship. It will be
hard as always, but we have
the potential to do it. Since
returning to CRG I felt imme-
diately at ease, despite hav-
ing stopped for a couple of
months. The new CRG chassis
and the TM engine are excel-
lent. We got two podiums in as
many races at the last events,
but we want to win. Looking
at the calendar, I always liked
Sarno. It’s the first race and it’s
important to start strong.”

NICKLAS NIELSEN

KSM Schumacher Racing Team

(Tony Kart/Vortex)
“T look forward to the start
of the competition with

great impatience. After the
2nd place in 2014, my goal is
undoubtedly to win. The mate-
rial is great, the team is ready.
I'd say we have what it takes.
Regarding my favorite track,
well, it’s hard for me to say: I
can't give you an answer off
the bat, but I'd put Essay and
PFI slightly more favored com-
pared to the others.”

LORENZO TRAVISANUTTO
KR Motor Sport (KR/Parilla)
“The European Champion-

ship, together with the World
Cup, is one of the events of
the season we aim for more.
I think it’s in our chances to
win or however contend for
victory. We will have to be very
constant, this counts as much
as the victories. I think it will
be a very balanced champion-
ship, I see 4 or 5 drivers able to
win it. Much will also depend
on the developments brought
by the teams, especially in the
field of engines. Among the
favorite tracks I'd certainly
mention Sarno, even if in the
new version I still have to fix
a few details, but most of all
the PF International to which
I have a credit to claim, seeing
how last year we had incred-
ible potential that then how-
ever did not materialize.”

Sodikart (Sodi/TM)

“From this European I expect
to be competitive, I want to
fight for the positions that mat-
ter and give 100% for me and
the team. Undoubtedly the two
WSK races will help us best
prepare and I am convinced
that understanding how to
move before the race will be

fundamental. On the tracks, 1
cannot give a complete judg-
ment because I have never
raced in Ampfing; as for the
rest, what can I say ... Sarno,
Essay and Brandon: there will
be a home race for each of us
in Sodi.”

Birel ART Racing (Birel ART/TM)

“The European Championship
represents for me one of the
most important competitions
of the season. I feel motivated
and ready to demonstrate my
skills race after race. With the
team I will work strenuously
to get there ready and to com-
pete for an important result.
On the calendar, I can say that
I would have preferred to run
the Italian race in Muro Lec-
cese instead of Sarno, but I do
not mind the latter anyway.
It is stimulating to know that
I have to compete in interna-
tional-level tracks on which I
have never raced before.”

Forza Racing (Exprit/TM)

Forza Racing (Exprit / TM)
“With the team we are very
busy preparing the competi-

tion in the best possible way. It
being my first year in Senior,
I do not have any pre-estab-
lished expectations, but I will
do my best anyway. The tracks
are all really beautiful. This
year will also be the first of
RGMMC as a promoter. I ran
in some races where they were
involved and I was pleasantly
surprised. I am convinced that
this change will lead to the
development of new interest-
ing ideas.”

Forza Racing (Exprit/TM)

“I think the European is a
really exciting challenge, my
FIA competition being in OK.
I'm working really hard to
achieve good results. The tar-
get? Finish as high as possible
in the ranking. Obviously the
track I prefer in the calendar
is the PF International, where
I obtained important success-
es like the World Champion-
ship last year in OKJ. I have
never raced at Ampfing and
Essay and the European will
be a good opportunity to get to
know them.”
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OKJ - Robbed of last year’s
podium winners, since both
the champion Jonny Edgar
and Harry Thompson and
Jack Doohan (who even
jumped into single-seater) will
not be in the race to defend
their results as they are com-
mitted to OK. The number one
candidate is, therefore, Had-
rien David, 4th last year, and
winner of the last WSK race
in Puglia. Together with the
Frenchman of Kosmic, other
contenders are certain to be
Paul Aron of Ricky Flynn, 1st
in the Winter Cup, and Luca
Griggs, on whom however
weighs, at least for the debut
in Sarno, a stop due to an inju-
ry. To this list of names, we
might add the official drivers
of Tony Kart and CRG, respec-
tively Laurens Van Hoepen
and Gabriel Bortoleto.

On the technical level, the
2017 Sarno ranking offers six
products of the OTK group
(Tony Kart, Kosmic, FA and
Exprit) which, moreover, seem
to have a margin over the
competition. In this regard,
the weather may also be a fac-
tor, which could lead teams to
make different choices after a
winter that was not very indic-
ative towards estimating the
forces in the field.

A WORD WITH THE DRIVERS

HADRIEN DAVID

Kosmic Racing Team (Kosmic/Vortex)
“It will be fundamental to see
the results of the two WSK
races in Sarno to understand
if we have the pace to stay
there. In any case, the best
thing would be to win and get
important points right away.”

Tony Kart Racing Team (Tony Kart/Vortex)
“I cant wait for the cham-
pionship to start. I am very
confident. In Tony Kart I feel
at home and I can assure you
that it matters a lot. On cir-
cuits, Sarno I like a lot and in
any case I find the other tracks
very stimulating.”
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Above, Luca Griggs (Exprit/ Vortex). The Briton will return to Sarno after
beingunable to runinthree races due to aleft hand injury in the March test
at Muro Leccese. Above, Brazilian Gabriel Bortoleto (CRG / TM) is among the

contenders for the European Junior title.

Lennox Racing Team (Exprit/Vortex)

“They will be four really excit-
ing races. I can’t wait to get
back to driving after the hand
injury. The imperative will be
to push hard, always. Regard-
ing the tracks, I have two pref-
erences: Sarno and the PFI,
which I know really well. T have
never raced at Ampfing and

Essay, but this stimulates me to
go fast right from the start.”

GABRIEL BORTOLETO

CRG Racing Team (CRG/TM)

“My objective? Win and give
the maximum at every race. I
can’'t wait to start. The track
that I like the most is certain-
ly Sarno and luckily it is the
first.”

With the European
Championship at the
door, 2018 is ready to fly.
After several seasons in
a sort of squall, the OK
and OKJ homologated
classes seem to have

finally found their own
and proper dimension
and the registrations

that arrived en masse in
the first seasonal races
show how the single-gear
discipline has found the
right level of credibility in
the karting movement.
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4 World Cups k2

1 World Cup K72

3 International K22 Super Cup
15 European Championship K7
19 European Championship K22

DIRECT DRIVE CLASSES

5 European Championship JICA/KEF3/0K)
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PREVIEW OF THE EUROPEAN CIK-FIA CHAMPIONSHIP

1SARNO (ITA)

APRIL 22
m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA EUROPEAN
JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 1)

2 SALBRIS (FRA)

MAY 6

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ CHAMPS (ROUND 1)

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ2 CHAMPS (ROUND 1)

m CIK-FIA KARTING ACADEMY TROPHY (ROUND 1)

3 PFINT'L (UK)

MAY 20
m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA EUROPEAN
JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 2)

4 AMPFING (GER)

JUNE 17
m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA EUROPEAN
JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 3)

5 LONATO (ITR)

JULY 17

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ CHAMPS (ROUND 2)

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ2 CHAMPS (ROUND 2)

m CIK-FIAKARTING ACADEMY TROPHY (ROUND 2)

6 ESSAY (FRA)

AUGUST 5
m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA EUROPEAN
JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 4)
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GUIDE T

2018

GIRCUIT

o | International Circult Napoll, Samo (ITA) i,
u 19-23/04 /2017

IJ CHAMPICHNNA EUROPE CIK-FIA

] CIK-FIA EURO,

et CHAMPIONSHIP
CHAMPIONNAT O EUR TR .
CIK-FIA EUPOPEAN ST,

The International Circuit of Naples is
one of the main points of the CIK-FIA
karting competitions. Formerly the ve-
nue for the 2014 KZ World Cup and the
European stage in 2017 and 2018, this
year too, the European kermesse will
start with the OK and OKJ classes



Circuito Internazionale Napoli
Via Sarno Palma 262,
84087 SARNO-SALERNO (SA), Italy
circuitointernazionalenapoli.com
info@circuitointernazionalenapoli.com

1SARNO (ITA) B N

APRIL 22
m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA
EUROPEAN JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 1)

Gircuit Data
Length: 1'547m
Width: 9-11m

PF International Kart Circuit, Brandon,

7 CAg=
SPFINTL (UK) $ GRANTHAM, NG32 24Y, Lincolnshire,

MAY 20 Great Britain
tvke.co.uk/ck

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA oot
EUROPEAN JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 2)

Circuit Data
Length: 1'382m
Width: 8m

)/

fAEZ"
South Garda Karting

5 LONATO (ITA) B B e Corfraion

JULY 17 25017 Lonato Del Garda (BS), ltaly
thgardakarting.it

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ CHAMPS (ROUND 2) mjgg;ugjg;djkgjgg.h

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ2 CHAMPS (ROUND 2)

m CIK-FIA KARTING ACADEMY TROPHY (ROUND 2)

Circuit Data
Length: 1°200m
Width: 9-10m

2 SALBRIS (FRA) i I Circuit International de Salbris
41300 SALBRIS

MAY 6 France

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ CHAMPS (ROUND 1) 1nfggsggge;:\;’;;‘%ﬁ;?orn

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN KZ2 CHAMPS (ROUND 1)

m CIK-FIA KARTING ACADEMY TROPHY (ROUND 1)

Gircuit Data
Length: 1'477m
Width: 8-10m

Kartshop Ampfing, Notzen 11,

—
4 AMPFING (GER) 84539 AMPFING, Germany

JUNE 17 kartshop-ampfing.de
m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA info@kartshop-ampfing.de
EUROPEAN JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 3)

Circuit Data
Length: 1°063m
Width: 10m

B Ess AY (FR AS) i . Circuit International d’Aunay
= Les Bois

AUGUST 5 61500 AUNAY LES BOIS, France

m CIK-FIA EUROPEAN CHAMPS & CIK-FIA ouest-kartingr

ouest karting@orange.fr
EUROPEAN JUNIOR CHAMPS (ROUND 4)

Circuit Data
Length: 1°213m
Width: 8m

(;//’
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THE ACADEMY
wir QF RECORDS

AGADEMY

TROPHY Although it hasn’t yet started, the CIK-FIA Karting
Academy Trophy has established an important record: with
40 countries represented, the 2018 edition will be the most
international ever. Text A. Giustini
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hen we dealt with
the new 2018-2020
homologations in

recent issues of Vroom, and
especially when we dealt
with new fairings, we had
many interesting exchanges
of information and opinions
with the managers of KG
Karting, the firm belonging
to Pierluigi Giacoletto that
produces plastic components
in the area around Turin.
When the new 506 model
was presented, reporting
everything that had emerged

from our talks had not been
possible; nonetheless, various
curiosities worth mentioning
did emerge, including an
understanding of what'’s
behind apparently simple
components such as the
kart’s fairings, ie nosecones,
number plate, and sidepods.
Created in 2010, the CIK-
FIA Karting Academy
Trophy prepares to start

its ninth season in the best
possible manner, as is clear
by the active interest and
participation of so many

LEMANS

KARTING INTERNATIONAL

national karting movements.
This year, in fact, as

many as 40 nations will

be represented, including
countries such as Barbados,
Kenya, Malta and Taiwan
for the first time. A record
that wipes out any doubt
about the Academy’s success,
its merit being to having
made the concept of single-
brand in the CIK-FIA scene
function. In this same sense,
the role played by the OTK
group, supplier of the Exprit
frames and Vortex engines,

has always been decisive,
with its great focus on
balanced performance and
competition.

Everybody’s pleased, in sum,
and all participants are
motivated by the prestigious
prizes to be fought for

and won. The winner gets

to participate in the FIA
World Championship in the
official OTK teams, while the
absolute Top 5 drivers receive
free entry to one of the 2019
FIA European Karting
categories.
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GLOSE UP

ACADEMY
TROPHY

=. pant

RACING ‘%

The 2018 calendar includes
three rounds, held in
conjunction with the European
for the gearbox classes on the
occasion of the first two events
scheduled in Salbris the May

6 weekend, and in Lonato

on the weekend of July 15.

The last event coincides with
the KZ and KZ Super Cup
World Championships taking
place on the Belgian track of
Genk from 6 to 9 September.
An undoubtedly important
showcase for participants who
will thus have the opportunity
to be observed by the most
important Team Managers

of the international karting
scene.

Of the 40 countries involved,
10 have received the privilege
of being able to enroll two
drivers, thus doubling their
chances of victory, namely
Italy, Belgium, Holland, Brazil,
France, Spain, Sweden, Japan,
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the United States and Russia.
From this list came the 2017
winner, that is Belgium, with
its driver Xavier Handsaeme,
who then took part in the

OKJ World Championship at
PF International in Brandon,
England, flying the colors of
the Kosmic factory team.
After the experience of
Leonardo Caglioni in the last
edition, the Italian flag will be
defended by Federico Albanese
and Matteo Roccardelli. To
date, the one Italian victory
dates back to 2012 with Mattia
Drudi, who later established
himself in the Porsche series.
2018 will also be remembered
as the “pinkest” year of the
Academy’s nine, with three
females on the starting grid.
Women have already left an
indelible mark in the history
of the series, thanks to Marta
Garcia Lopez, the 2015 winner,
later noticed by Renault which

had her in their Junior Team.
Motorsport owes much to the
CIK-FIA Karting Academy
Trophy for fostering talented
drivers now well known on the
international racing circuit.
Most current, Charles Leclerc,
winner of the 2011 title, now
in Formula 1 with Alfa Romeo
Sauber, and Esteban Ocon, the
Force India F1 driver, a star of
the Mercedes universe. Not to
be forgotten, George Russel,
who dominated last year

in GP3, now in F2; Richard
Verschoor, twice champion

in Spanish and Russian F4 in
2016; and the kart driver Stan
Pex. Having consolidated its
role as an entry level category
in international competitions
in which many drivers
participate to best prepare for
their next jump into Junior, the
Academy prepares to switch
off the red lights of the 2018
season, and we’re all set to go!

AN IMPORTANT SHOWCASE
FOR PARTICIPANTS WHO WILL
THUS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY
T0 BE OBSERVED BY THE MOST
IMPORTANT TEAM MANAGERS
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KG CHASSIS
PROTECTION KIT
- FIT ALL -

e Can be mounted on any chassis

* Manufactured using strong,
smooth, low-friction material

e Highly functional
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Florida Winter Tour March 15-18, Orlando Kart Center
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SPEGTAGULAR FINISH!

This third and last stage at the Orlando Kart Center (Florida)
ends the important event promoted by the US Rok Cup. Titles
were assigned for the seven categories fighting for wins and

positions, from Rok Micro to Rok Shifter Senior.
Words: S.CORRADENGO Pics: Marianella Gonzalez
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hree weekends of motorsport a la stars

and stripes, this 2018 edition of the Flor-
ida Winter Tour. Plenty of participants right
from start, a good show of the category's
worth. No less exciting this last appointment
at the Orlando Kart Center (FL). The week-
end’s sunshine welcomed the event and the
great public turnout.
In Micro Rok, Caleb Gafrarar prevailed, while
James Egozi is the Mini champ; triumphant
in Junior Rok, Matheus Morgatto. A hard-
fought Senior Rok saw Ryan Norberg trium-
phant. Other winners: Magno Gaia in Rok
Master, Mathias Ramirez in Rok Shifter Sen-
ior, Bagheri Farshad in Rok Shifter Master.
The winners in the seven categories will take
part in ROK THE RIO in Vegas and the Rok
Cup International Finals in Lonato, Italy.

CALEB GAFRARAR, DOMINATOR
Full on right from the start, Gafrarar takes
pole on Friday with a 1'01"704; behind him,
albeit close, Matias Orjuela by 0.077sec.
Third, and further behind, Manuel Gonza-
lez. On Saturday, an almost embarrassing
show of domination by Gafrarar, his the

CALEB GAFRARAR - MICRO ROK

“We went to the Rok Winter tour with the mindset of ‘Lets go see what it
is like’ , we didnt know anything about the Rok motor. One thing we did
know was our Parolin Chassis. A few issues in practice the very first race,
but the remaining races went without issue. We had great competition,
but were able to win every event.

We are extremely happy to have done that! It wouldnt have been possible
without Parolin Racing Kart, Woltjer Racing Engines. Speedlab Graphics,
Jim Russell Jr Karting, SRI Performance, and Chuck G Fabrication. I
have to thank my mom for her hard work, and my dad, he is a pretty good
mechanic and tuner.....he won a Florida Winter Tour championship in
2012! My best memories? The alligators at the Palm Beach race track!
Winning heat races by more than 4 seconds over my competition. Right
now we are on Pro Tour mode. We are also preparing for the Rok Festival
in New Orleans in May. We have won the ticket to Rock the Rio, but as of
right now, we don'’t have a ticket to Lonato”.

three successes in three scheduled heats,
overwhelming victories that grant the
young driver pole for the pre-final. Again
a second place for Orjuela, author of two
second places and a fourth. In third place,
Danny Dyszelski, with two third places and
asecond .

Prefinal - In the twelve laps of the first race
on Sunday, no changes at the top of the cat-
egory. Gafrarar grabs the last pole position
of the season for the final.

Final - No change in the ranks during the
final event of the Florida Winter Tour in
Mini Rok. Once again, Caleb Gafrarar leaves
nothing to his rivals, crosses the finish line
first. Alone in command, but not without
pressure, worthy of note the performance
of Dyszelski, able to close in second place
with one tenth of second from the leader.
Third place to Matias Orjuela. Fourth and
fifth position for Ayden Ingratta and Fran-
cisco Moreano. Remarkable gain for the lat-
ter with seven positions grabbed. Final clas-
sification reiterates the supremacy of Caleb
Gafrarar who wins title with 2157 points.
Dyszelski in second with 1984, Orjuela 1795.
The trio will be at ROK RIO 2018 and, more-
over, racers to watch in Las Vegas in the
November race.

KAI TAKES WEEKEND,
EGOZI THE CROWN
Qualifying, hard-fought as usual, for the
young Rokkers of the Mini. Lively rivalry
right from Friday. Alex Powell is fastest with
59”228, enough to win first spot on the grid
in front of Herman Ovenstad. In third, the
leader James Egozi. A quick look at time
sheets reveals that as many as twenty driv-
ers have clocked in times in the space of a
second. Competitive? You bet. Three heats
in Mini Rok, a real battle for top positions,
pole grabbed by Jeremy Fletcher, with a vic-
tory and two second places; well also James
Egozi thanks to the success of a heat, a sec-
ond and third place. Kai Sorensen, also win-
ner of a heat, a fifth and a sixth place.
Prefinal - At the start Fletcher fails to make
the most of pole, finds himself quickly off
podium positions; Kai Sorensen climbs,
moves in, to soon triumph in the race.
Behind him, Powell, also up three positions.
Completing the virtual podium, Jace Park.
Fourth, James Egozi.
Final - A continuous battle for positions ani-
mates category final. Pre-announced clash
between Sorensen and Egozi, continues for
championship title war, not just for event
battle. At the finish, Sorensen leads by only
0.075 sec on Egozi, winner of champ title.
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Third Alex Powell, ahead of Miguel Costa
and Jeremy Fletcher. Final standings: James
Egozi, first, with 1868 points, second to
Sorensen at 1790, third Powell with 1708.
Egozi will represent Team USA at ROK Inter-
national Finals in Italy, at Lonato circuit.

TITLE TO MORGATTO; NEPVEU
WINS FINAL
The Canadian Thomas Nepveu is fastest
in qualifying with 54”334, leading by one
tenth ranks leader Matheu Morgatto. In
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Florida Winter Tour

JAMES EGOZI - MINI ROK

“It was a tough weekend. It always is
when competing against great driv-
' ers. Hard work. | went into the event
| focused and determined to win the title.
| was fast all weekend, always in the

| top 4 of every on-track session. My
confidence was high but in the end it
was a fight, never easy. | am very much
looking forward to the ROK Interna-
tional Finals. It is still months away but

| will be preparing mentally and physi-
cally with Team Koene and my strength
Coach Everton Oliveira to go up against
the best in the world. This will be my
second time attending a World Final,
so | know it wont be an easy challenge

at all.l will bring everything | have, as

| always do. | will do my best to bring
home another title. [t would the biggest

of my career so far.”

third place, Arias Deukmedjian. The heats
reshuffle the playing cards. Tyler Gonzalez,
thanks to three second places, gets pole
position of pre-final. Behind him, despite
a victory, Matheus Morgatto, penalized by
two fourth places. In top three, the con-
tender of the first seasonal races, Ugo Ugo-
chukwu, thanks to a fourth and two third
places. Worthy of note, Fernando Barrichel-
lo's performance, fourth overall.

Prefinal - Despite starting in tenth, Thom-
as Nepveu ably fights to first position and

MATHEUS MORGATTO - ROK JUNIOR
“My weekend was very hard, after
being with a bent chassis almost
the whole weekend. After fixing the
problems, pretty ready and able to
be the champion! I can't say that I
expected it, but for me was very hard
this championship. Racing with
awesome drivers.”

gets to play for the final victory. Three sec-
onds over Ugochukwu, second at the end
of the race. Good show by Deukmedijian,
with twelve positions gained. Only fourth
Matheus Morgatto. Fifth, Tyler Gonzalez.

Final - Victory in the final ends Nepveu's
great weekend. Behind him, Matheus Mor-
gatto, author of a good series of passes. The
Brazilian climbs onto the podium and wins
his well-deserved title. Third, Arias Deu-
kmedjian, fourth a good Ugo Ugochukwu, at
the top in very first stages of the race. Mor-



MAGNO GAIA - ROK MASTERS

“The weekend was perfect ! We had hard work
in Orlando Track which is a very tricky and
has a lot of little secrets hidden to be fast,

but in the end we could have a perfect setup!

I was really confident to be honest but until
the finish line T was fighting!! You should not
consider any gap on race or championship
when you have your helmet on. I really want
to to Pro Tour and Rok Las Vegas this year ! I
am pretty confident that is possible to do good
job as well.”

gatto (1975 pt) will participate in the Rok Cup Interna-
tional Finals. Second and third place for Ugochukwu

FARSHAD BAGHERI (1891pt) and Thomas Nepveu (1686 pt).

s 9 1 2 NORBERG TRIUMPHS,
Yes it was a lot of hard work and many COMPLETES HIS OPUS

Weekend to remember for Eduardo

Barrichello, the Brazilian of NF
to go through. The path is always bumpy given the level of Piquet Sports, already very com-

challenges that lead to us winning the title.
Above, American Peter Very satisfying to win given all the hardship we had
Licciardi, left, celebrates
race victory. Right,

asmilingFarshad competition. I guess if it wasn't hard to win, it wouldn't be as petitive during the competition,
Bagheri celebrates satisfying.” sets best time on Friday with
victory of overall title 53"419, a 0.079 sec advantage
atlastrace. Insmall PETER LICCIARDI - ROK SHIFTER MASTER on Arthur Leist; third, Ryan
picture, R‘?k Master “I didn't expect to win the last race. That thought did not even cross Macdermid. Leist wins two
B‘;dn'::SWI\';: P;dorlan my mind. My mechanic thought I could do it but I did not. The first two of the t.h ree scheduled heat.s
Gaia and'GabgrieI rounds of FWT I had some pace, but I had a lot of bad luck. My goal for that, with a Secc?”d placg, S
lemma, from left Rd3 in Orlando was to fight for a podium. Last year I made some good goo?’ for ,p0|e in_ pre-final.
I » . . ) . ) . _ Barrichello is on the front row,
to right. Category friends in Florida and started racing there heavily. I have always heard with a second. a fourth place
winner, the Brazilian of the FWT and it’s great level of competition. Then an opportunity ' b

and a victory. Third to Ryan
was presented to me to be able to run all three rounds of the Norberg.

tour so I jumped at the chance, I never thought I would do the Prefinal - Canada’s Macdermind

whole tour really. Next races will mostly be club races, rises to the stage. Author of a bril-

but my next larger races will be the ROK festival in liant series of overtakes that lead

New Orleans, the rok festival in New York, and him to the front to cross the finish line

probably the rok the rio race in Las in first place with two tenths advantage

Vegas as well”. over Norberg and a second and a half over

Eduardo Barrichello. A five-second penalty for
an infraction relegates Leist to a sad 17th place.

Final - Ryan Norberg wins the race. Only a second for

(CEIE]
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Florida Winter Tour

BARRICHELLO FAMILY

RUBENS

Rubens, you took part in the Florida Winter Tour weekend.
How was it for you?

“It's always fun to race the shifters... physically | was feeling
very good. | qualified 2nd but could only manage 3rd in the
final. Still was really good as | overtook a competitor two cor-
ners to the end.”

What can you tell us about your weekend? Are you satis-
fied?

“I couldn't practice a lot and when you think that I'm still racing
competitively at age 45, | have to be happy with the weekend.”
Do you think that American karting can become a refer-
ence point?

“| think so... many really good American racers already. And the
Florida Winter Tour is already a reference... the only thing is
that | think they need to put in place the moveable front bump-
ers so we can have better racing...”

How was it to run with your two sons? They are growing?
“Itis always super fun to see my kids running... they are so com-
petitive and | am so proud of them.”

FERNANDO

Fernando, how do you feel after the weekend? You're grow-
ing, developing?

“| feel really happy... because different than the other two races
where we had problems, this one my go kart was good and |
could push to the limit and enjoy myself..."

How did you find the Florida Winter Tour?

“I love the FWT and to be able to race with my brother and my
father is something else... | was starting 4th at the pre final but
| was pushed to 23rd on the first lap. | feel that if it wasn't for
that, | could have fought for the podium at the final.”

EDUARDO

Tell us about your weekend in Orlando. You were very com-
petitive.

Yes, It was a very nice weekend, and Orlando Kart Center is my
home track and every Wednesday me and my brother go to
practice there. | was quite fast during the weekend and man-
aged to qualify in the pole for the heats, and with some good
results | started in P2 for the pre final and got P3. With a very
nice battle in the entire race, | finished P3 and got the title of
vice-champion.

Are you satisfied with the final classification of FWT?

| am very satisfied with my final classification, and considering
it was my first championship on the Senior class, with some
really fast and experienced drivers.

Are you ready for the rest of the season? What races will
you do?

In my opinion | am ready, and this year a new journey of my life
will start, which will be the Formula Cars. | really liked the car,
and | am looking forward to the 2018 season.

What do you think of this competition?

It is a very competitive and well-known competition. I'm really
having fun with all of this. And | need to thank my dad mostly
because without his hard work nothing that is happening would
happen, so | owe him a lot.
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Arthur Leist, who made up fifteen positions. Third place for Eduardo
Barrichello. Fourth to Macdermid, penalized for driving infraction,
then Hornbostel. General grants title win to Ryan Norberg with 2082
points, followed by Barrichello with 1812, and Macdermid with 1787.
Norberg, as expected, will represent Team USA in Lonato at the Rok
International Finals.

MAGNO GAIA FLEXES MUSCLES

A sparkling start, Magno Gaia’s (Tony Kart / Legree), immediately on
pole position as ranks leader. Behind by almost two tenths of a sec-
ond, Gabriel lemma (Kosmic / Vortex). Third, Adrian Donkers (Tony
Kart / VSR). A clear run also on Saturday for the Brazilian ace, three
victories out of three during heats, valid for pole in the pre-final.
lemma’s results are also good, with a third and two fourth places.
Donker, still in third place, set back by an eighth place, after second
and third place finishes.

Prefinal - Victory again for Gaia, with a huge gap on Wesley Phillips
(FA/ ME), up two positions, against lemma, third.

Final - Powerful emotions in Master final. An excellent Phillip had
in fact locked in a first place in a race he dominated from beginning
to end. A result then canceled by disqualification due to final weight
issues. Victory therefore inherited by Magno Gaia who, in this way,
claims title. Second Donkers up two positions, third lemma. Closing
the top five, Michael Auriemma (Tony Kart / Legree) and Francisco
Dacosta (Tony Kart / Legree). The ranking therefore sees Gaia as




THOMAS NEPVEU - ROK JUNIOR

“I am very happy with the strong
Orlando weekend with a dominant pole
position in qualifying , a great pre-
final going from 10th on the start to a
3,7 second lead win and obviously the
dominant win in the final!T would say I
am very satisfied with my progression
true out the winter months that land a
3rd place in championship after a very
strong last round”.

Top, Ryan Norberg (348), Rok Senior winner

of weekend and overall title. In small pic, Rok
Master phases with Magno Gaia (672) defending
position against Donkers (606) and lemma (652),
weekend rivals

the final leader with 2159 points, Donker at
1722, lemma at 1708 points.

RAMIREZ IS

CHAMPION, BARRICHELLO SMILES

Friday pole to Aj Myer with 51”519. Behind
him, Rubens Barrichello and Mathias Ram-
irez, both at + 0.007sec. Aj Myer confirms
top form even after heats. A single victory
for him, plus a fourth and a second place. At
his side, Jimmy Cabrera, thanks to two sec-
onds and a third place. Austin Garrison fol-
lows with two thirds and one fifth. Fourth,
Rubens Barrichello. Ramirez does well by

winning two heats, only to finish 18th in the
decisive round: fifth place in the pre-final
grid.

Prefinal - Myer's leadership lasts little,
quickly pushed aside by Jimmy Cabrebra,
who wins the pre-final, ahead of ranks lead-
er Ramirez and Rubens Barrichello. Fifth
place for poleman Myers, who leads for first
three laps of the race.

Final - Compelling duel between Cabrera
and Ramirez. Cabrera in the lead from lap
one to lap 18, but, alas, is unable to keep
behind a very determined Mathias Ram-
irez, who manages to pass and win on the
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last lap. A thrilling race to the last, worth
the season’s title and the ticket to Lonato
at the Internationals Finals. Completing
his good weekend was Rubens Barrichello,
now a set presence in karting competitions,
who earned his third place on the podium.
Fourth and fifth place for Myer and Simi-
oni. Final classification: Ramirez with 1959
points, second place to Cabrera with 1818,
third Myer at 1762.

RAGHERI, IN THE END...

Sensational weekend in Shifter Masters.
Farshad Bagheri immediately leads on Fri-
day with the best lap in 52"541, six tenths
on Andres Hoffmann, his direct rival for
the title. Third, Peter Licciardi. Hernando
Sanchez takes pole of pre-final, thanks to
two wins and a fourth place in qualifying
heats. Next, Hoffman (two seconds and a
third place) and Bagheri (a win, a third and

Florida Winter Tour

RYAN NORBERG - ROK SENIOR

“After taking home 2/3 wins, I am
definitely happy with our result. My
PSL Karting Birel ART was very
strong all season, and I am glad to
see our hard work pay off! During
the final round in Orlando, we had
pace all through practice but a
mistake in qualifying put us behind
for the races. After working from 6th
every heat we were able to fight for
the lead and take the win home in
the final. It was a dominant weekend
for all Birel ART products. My next
Race is in Australia in three weeks
and following that is the SKUSA Pro-
Tour in Phoenix! I am really looking
forward to the remainder of the
season!”.

Pictured, final podium of Senior

Rok with Eduardo Barrichello, Ryan
Norberg and Ryan Macdermid, left
toright. Besides Norberg'stitle, a
fantastic weekend also for Barrichello,
front-runner throughout event

a sixth place).

Prefinal - Peter Licciardi leads this time, fol-
lowing his fight at the top with Sanchez, then
second at the finish line. Great third place
for Bagheri, called to collect as many points
as possible, and Hoffman out of the game,
penalized five positions for an infraction.
Final - Sunday's main event does not, in
essence, change anything with victory to
Licciardi who crosses the finish line with
three seconds on Sanchez. Good race and
podium for Chris Gannon, who takes third,
six positions gained. Smiling and much-
relieved, Farshad Bagheri, only sixth at the
finish line, but enough to bring home the
Trophy. Hoffmann again penalized, ten posi-
tions that cost the Argentine plenty. The
general sees Bagheri lead with 1863 points,
Licciardi at 1828, just off the mark. Third,
Legrand with 1738 pt.

With the 20th Edition of the Florida Winter
Tour now completed, ROK Cup Promotions
is already looking to the future with two
Rok Festivals. The first is scheduled for May
17-20 at NOLA Motorsports Park, followed
by New York and Oakland Valley Raceway
Park from July 19 to 22. Other tickets for the
ROK International Finals are up for grabs for
drivers competing in both festivals.

ROK's big event, its jewel, the ROK THE
RIO event, takes place from October 30 to
November 3, and it will be the stage for Rok-
kers from all over the world to race in the
famous Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino in Las
Vegas. An event we won't want to miss!

LOOK AT THE RESULTS

RESULTS OF THE LAST ROUND OF THE
FLORIDA WINTER TOUR (ORLANDO), INSIDE,
GENERAL RANKINGS ALSO PRESENT.
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KZ2 to X30 Senior. A sprlnghke
Ehlt for an alrnost “British” Mar-




OKlJ

m “The transition from Mini to OKJ isn't easy. Precisely for this reason,

XXIX ANDREA MARGUTTI TROPHY

. —Nzo Irulll at
Nternational premiere

Alitest

res Bl e d Latie

c

| am surprised by Enzo’s result in the Margutti. All this must be taken with due
distance, of course, but | won't hide the fact that I'm pleasantly surprised.”

46 drivers. Divided for the
occasion in three groups at
the end of qualifications. A
very close time trial with
Gabriel Bortoleto (CRG /
TM), author of the best run
in 477993. Behind him, the
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other two pole positions for
groups C and D, all within
the space of 0.078 sec with
Petersen Hojgaard (Kosmic
/ Vortex) and Zak O’Sulli-
van (FA / Kart), in second
and third place.

Gaps so minimal there
could not but be closely
fought heats. Bortoleto tops
it, makes pole. The green-
gold ace of CRG wins both
heats. Hojgaard is second
with a win and a fourth

Left, OK]J final podium.
Center, a victorious
Enzo Trulli raises the
winner’s trophy, his
firstin aninternational
competition. Left,
Gabriel Bortoleto,
second; right, Petersen
Hojgaard, third on

the podium, after the
penalty to Alfio Spina.
Above, Gabriel Bortoleto
(335), undisputed
protagonist of the whole
weekend, up to the
battle with Trulli. Below,
third CRG star, Alfio
Spina (336), in the rain of
South Garda, definitely
developing, and
increasingly competitive
in junior, third place
inthe final, but then
penalized for the spoiler.



place. Third, Alfio Spina
with two second places.
Trulli and Hantke (Tony
Kart / Parilla) finish in
fourth and fifth place.
Prefinal without emo-
tions with the drivers

of the first rows playing
cautious to reserve their
all for the final. The only
significant change, the
fifth place of Luca Bosco
(KR / TM) over Nico
Hantke, penalized for his
spoiler.

Final. As expected, the
final is a brawl at the top
among the young “all
blacks”. Gabriel Bortoleto
manages to lead from
pole, but sees a sure vic-
tory vanish three laps
from the finish when

on the tenth lap, Enzo

Trulli, showing great
pace in the wet (his, the
fastest lap in 1'047408)
dashes past, and cros-
ses the finish line with
almost three seconds on
Bortoleto. A memorable
moment for Enzo, the
son of Jarno, former F1
driver, at his first interna-
tional success. Although
Bortoleto missed out

on the top tier, he put

in a good performance.
Petersen Hojgaard fini-
shed third followed by
Alexey Brizhan, who dro-
ve from 12th to fourth.
Noteworthy, too, Alfio
Spina’s third place finish,
then relegated to fifth
place thanks to a three-
second penalty for his
front spoiler.

OKIJ STARTING GRID
125 Salmenautio Atte !
Ty Bt [ Wartes [/ Viga I3 Points
345 Hagman Casplan -
Tory Eart | Vertes | Vega 41 Points
337 Huang Xisheng .
Cog / Tm { Vega 44 Points
334 Maxson Tyler k|
Crg / Tm / Vaga 41 Poinks
318 Valosyankin Vischeslay ]
Vi Karl | Vortes | Sags 51 Points.
325 Mowusiainen Niki fof=
Torrry et | Verten [ Viga 12 Paints
Doerr Ben e
BT ) paria § vegs 12 Points
304 Contecha Diego —
Paralin § Tem [ Yega 23 Points
321 Wulf William e
Parclin Raciag | Tm / Vegs 36 Points
3pg Brizhan Alexey -
Parghn | T [ Yega 26 Points.
344 Andrade De Figueired G i
K Parilla | Vegs 13 Paints.
33p Karbson William -
Espeir | Vertes | Vegs 15 Paoines
33g Hantke Nico e
Tore Eart | Parila | Vegs 9 Points
Trulli Enzo LA
332 Crg / Tm |/ Vaga % Points
3p1 Helgaard Petersen -
Egamic [/ Worten | Vegs d Painty.

B :s

3gg Welmann jule o
erel A1 | Tre | Vaga a4 Poanti
314 Fcheef Emil -
ur | Parills | Vega 41 Peants
302 Magnussen Mickey -
Tony Bari § Wortes [/ Vega 43 Podnis
324 Speck Luis ‘-
Thkari [ Parils | Vega 39 Podnts
337 Chiappinl Tommaso al
Forrmda & | Tm | Viga 35 Podnti
341 Kramar Pablo N
Crg § Tem | Vg 47 Penti
248 Han Canyu - |
fr | Parils | Vega 28 Peants
331 Ensgard Bastian -
Tory Bari | Yores [/ Vega 27 Podnis
333 Dsullivan Zak L=
Fa Kart | Vortes [ Vegs 216 Podnts
3gy Mied Janas -
Wciargo e / Tm / Vega  1E Points
3gs Siman Conner Primm -
o f T/ Vegs 20 Pesrta
349 Pubyatin Wyacheslay oo
Fuinkn Baong [ Te / Wega 11 Podnia
Bosco Luca L
wr | Tm | Vega 11 Podnts
335 Swina Alfie an
Crg { Tem | Vaga 4 Points
335 Bortoleto Gabriel B
Crg § Ten | Vaga 0 Podnty

OKIJ FINAL

P [ N [Driver Nar Equpements Gip

1 { 332 |Trulli Enzo ITA Crg / Tm / Vega 13 Laps |
2 | 335 [Bortoleto Gabriel BRA Crg / Tm / Vega 2.745
3 | 301 |Hojgaard Petersen DNK Kosmic / Vortex / Vega 10.794
4 | 306 |Brizhan Alexey RUS Parolin / Tm / Vega 11.608
5 | 336 |Spina Alfio ITA Crg / Tm / Vega 11.784
6 | 323 |Osullivan Zak GBR Fa Kart / Vortex / Vega 11.968
7 | 303 [Ried Jonas DEU Ricciardo Kart / Tm / Vega 13.961
8 | 304 |Contecha Diego COL Parolin / Tm / Vega 11.655
9 | 347 |Doerr Ben DEU Kr / Parilla / Vega 18.023
10 | 326 [Nousiainen Niki FIN Tony Kart / Vortex / Vega 19.979
11 | 331 |Ensgard Bastian SWE Tony Kart / Vortex / Vega 21.068
12 | 322 |DC.hiappini Tommaso ITA Formula K / Tm / Vega 21.686
13 | 337 [Huang Xizheng CHN Crg / Tm / Vega 25.301
14 | 346 |Zug Lilly DEU Kr / Parilla / Vega 28.703
15 | 334 [Maxson Tyler USA Crg / Tm / Vega 29.331
16 | 319 |Bertocco Gregorio ITA Tony Kart / Tm / Vega 30.502
17 | 309 |Weimann Jule DEU Birel Art / Tm / Vega 34.930
18 | 324 |Speck Luis DEU Thkart / Parilla / Vega 42.369
19 | 340 |Litvinenko Egor DEU Crg / Tm / Vega 42.958
20 | 345 [Hagman Caspian SWE Tony Kart / Vortex / Vega 45112
21 | 349 |Putyatin Vyacheslav UKR Parolin Racing / Tm / Vega 59171
22 | 343 |Bosco Luca ITA Kr/ Tm / Vega 2 Laps |
23 | 318 |Villa Edoardo ITA Thkart / Tm / Vega 2 Laps |
24 | 302 [Magnussen Mickey DNK Tony Kart / Vortex / Vega 4 Laps |
25 | 305 |Simon Gonnor Primm DEU Dr/Tm / Vega 6 Laps |
26 | 330 [Karlsson William SWE Exprit / Vortex / Vega 8 Laps |
27 | 325 |Salmenautio Atte FIN Tony Kart / Vortex / Vega 8 Laps |
28 | 341 [Kramer Pablo DEU Crg / Tm / Vega 9 Laps |
29 | 344 |Andrade De Figueired G.| BRA GuilhermKre / Parilla / Vega 10 Laps
30 | 314 |Scheef Emil DNK Kr / Parilla / Vega 11 Laps |
31 [ 321 |Wulf William DNK Parolin Racing / Tm / Vega 12 Laps
32 | 339 |Hantke Nico DEU Tony Kart / Parilla / Vega 13 Laps
33 | 348 |Han Canyu CHN Kr / Parilla / Vega 13 Laps
34 | 315 |Volosyankin Viacheslav | RUS Fa Kart / Vortex / Vega 13 Laps
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KZ2 | orandi.. makes it threel

62 drivers put in a timed
lap on a sunny Friday.
Four pole positions
starting from Giacomo
Pollini (Formula K / TM)
with 45”803, good for best
overall time. Slot shared
with Massimo Dante
(Maranello / TM), Simone
Cunati (Top Kart / Parilla)
and Alexander Schimtz
(Tony Kart / Vortex), from
groups B to D.

Outcome that seemed to
indicate the weekend’s
certain protagonists,
soon, however, surprised
and upset by rain.
Alexander Schimtz (Tony
Kart / Vortex) confirms
he’s very much at ease
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on a wet track; in fact,
he dominated three
direct matches and best
placement for pre-final.
Behind the German,

two second places and a
victory for Swede Persson
Torngvist (CRG / TM),
virtual podium closed by
Fabian Federer (CRG /
TM), with a success, a fifth
and a second place. Of
note, the victory in the last
heats for Alessio Lorandi
(Parolin / TM), sixth
overall.

Prefinal. Alessio Lorandi
climbs to the top,
recovering five positions
with a series of fast laps
(1’02201, the best lap).

NZ0 |

."-.
£G
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Alessio Lorandi

“It was a weekend certainly difficult to
interpret because of the weather. We
however managed to find a good wet set-
up. This allowed us to be very competitive.
In the dry unfortunately | wasn't able to
put in many laps; on Thursday | was busy
with the simulator, so | didn't do my best
in qualifying. Surely the potential was very
high even in those conditions.”

Fabian Federer, the other
pre-final protagonist, started
from the second row and
was well over 7 seconds late.
Schimtz and Tornqvist finish
third and fourth.

Final. Lorandi confirms

his domination and also
monopolizes the final. The
GP3 driver sets his third seal
on the Trofeo, which he also
won in 2010 (60 Mini) and

Side, final KZ2 podium,
from the left: Federer,
Lorandi and Tornqvist.
Onthe left page, a close-
up on Alessio Lorandi
(165).

Below, Giacomo Pollini
(104), his absolute

pole position of Friday
qualifying.

seconds advantage on Fabian
Federer speaks plenty about
performance in the final,

but fortunately, Federer and
Schmitz gave fans some
excitement thanks to their
thrilling duel for second
place. The Italian then
managed to prevail, followed
by Torngvist and Schimtz
himself, then fourth. In fifth,
Massimo Dante.

2014 (KF). The seventeen

KZ2 STARTING GRID
P [ N [Driver Nar Equpements G
Ruggeri Alessandra ol Il Badrutdinoy Danila — 1 | 165 [Lorandi Alessio TA Parolin Racing / Tm / Vega | 15 Laps |
155 Formda  / T | Vogs [ e SN 2 | 125 |Federer Fabian I Crg / Tm / Vega 17.348
164 Daitiew Yuri - u 15g Morardo Fabeitio a1 3 [ 10 Tornqyist Persson SWE Crg / Tm / Vega 18.116
Yamgan | Tm / Vega 4 { Tm | Vega 4 | 138 |Schmitz Alexander DEU Tony Kart / Vortex / Vega 19.014
439 Masdaling Fedorica 1 1l n 143 Denner Emilion E N | 5 | 147 [Dante Massimo ITA Maranello / Tm / Vega 22.262
B/ T | Vga o [ Ve Vi 6 | 108 |Tubben Max NLD Crg/ Tm / Vega 23.079
Guidetyl a1 Fusen Gi dan 7 | 140 |Giardelli Alessandro TA Crg / Tm / Vega 23.951
= """“"'m” n 122y | vorse { vegs 8 | 136 |Pelizzari Alessandro TA Kr / Parilla / Vega 24.581
144 Wonopka Martin f- u 152 Hold Christoph — 9 | 166 |Chubarov lvan RUS Croc Promotion / Tm / Vega | 25337
Cen } T { Yega Mararmin | Wt Enairm £, Vo 10 | 156 |Giannoni Lorenzo ITA Ckr / Tm / Vlega 21192
y3g Berto Filippo a1 n 119 Stwll Daniel E ] 11 | 150 ansn_all_ini Mirkp ITA Kr / Parilla / Vega 28.483
G {7/ Ve LgINE [T age 12 | 124 [Dominik Schmidt DEU Crg/ Tm / Vega 30.904
115 Freimann Marc 3 ' 461 Milsson Brandon == 13 | 104 |Pollini Giacomo ITA Formula K / Tm / Vega 32.362
Tanyian . T/ Vegn AR AL 14 | 126 |Rosati Fabrizio TA Crg/ Tm / Vega 32.864
10 Pollini Giscome 4l u 163 Cunati Simone ain 15 | 119 |Stell Daniel DEU Mach 1/ Tm / Vega 33.454
Pkt f T | o L 16 | 161 |Nilsson Brandon SWE Intrepid / Tm / Vega 33.07
Varhaug Pal = Chubarav hvan = 17 | 115 [Freimann Marc CHE Tony Kart / Tm / Vega 35.581
M ot | Vegs B e Coreie T vm 18 | 152 |Hold Christoph AUT | Waranello / Modena Engines | 39.975
14g Peklin ivan — . 126 Tosati Fabritio a1 19 | 148 [Peklin Ivan UKR Maranello / Tm / Vega 40.578
blairly: | ¥ J Vo Log £¥m § Vigs 20 | 144 |Konopka Martin SVK Crg/ Tm / Vega 45.556
134 Dominik Schm - . 102 Andre Matisi - 21 | 129 |Guidetti Ja_cppu TA Brm/Tm/ Vlega 46.294
Cal £ Ton |/ Ve R A 22 | 142 [Denner Emilien FRA Kali Kart / Tm / Vega 49.289
150 Torsellini Mirko an - 15 Glanaoni Lorenzo dn 23 | 167 |Badrutdinov Danila RUS Sodi Kart / Tm / Vega 50.352
o f Parils | Vg AL 24 | 111 [Varhaug Pal NOR Crg / Tm / Vega 51.555
105 BemardottoEnrico ol 1 - 162 Albanese Danilo al 25 | 120 |Mascialino Federico TA Brm / Tm / Vega 54.554
Fomul e f T f N Tog s v § g 26 | 102 |Andre Matisic DEU Birel Art / Tm / Vega 54.629
136 Polizzarl Alessandre 0 - 140 Glardell Aleszandro il 27 | 164 |Dzitiev Yuri RUS Tony Kart / Tm / Vega 51.321
ke 7 borkle | oy DLL Y.L Ygs 28 | 163 |Cunati Simone ITA Top Kart / Parilla / Vega 59.238
108 Tubben Max f— - 147 Dante Massimo dal 29 | 122 |Fusco Giuseppe ITA Formula K / Vortex / Vega 59.900
Cop T { Ve Yamalle | T { Vo 30 | 139 [Berto Filippo TA Crg / Tm / Vega 3 Laps |
110 Tornavist - n 13g Schmitz Alexander - 31 | 162 |Albanese Danilo ITA Tony Kart / Vortex / Vega 4 Laps
Cop /.Tm f Ve oyt | Yot £ o 32 | 155 [Ruggeri Alessandro ITA